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days of bishop Fulbert in the first half of the eleventh century,
and its lustre in the first half of the twelfth, was afterwards
to fade into unimportance.
Gradually, however, a more regular state of affairs came The
into being, owing to the working of various causes. Paris, ^g
the most famous of all medieval universities, on which so 3$^
many others modelled themselves, may be taken as thepans
example. Students were attracted to it by unofficial as well
as by official teachers, for Paris owed much to the popularity
of Abelard. Secondly, they were attracted by the fact that
they could qualify there for a licence to teach, which was
given by the chancellor of the cathedral on behalf of the
bishop.1 Also, the particular subject for which Paris was
famous was most generally required by students. As the
numbers of students increased, so inevitably did the numbers
of masters, and the masters of the faculty of Arts (in which
philosophy was included) were soon sufficiently numerous at
Paris to be able to form themselves into a gild (universitas).
Acting thus in concert they were able to obtain some corporate
rights, and they began to claim an essential part for them-
selves in the granting to their pupils the licence to teach.
The development is a gradual one, and though 1170 is usually
given as the date when to the cathedral school of Paris may
be assigned the title of University,3 it was not until the
thirteenth century that the change is really clear. For it
was only at the beginning of that century that the gild of
masters was able first of all to free itself from the over-riding
authority of the chancellor of the cathedral, and secondly to
gain a charter making it a corporation independent of the
city, within which both masters and students were aliens*
Circumstances thus led to the schools of Paris becoming Bologna
a university under the control of the masters of arts. This
was the organisation consequently adopted by many later
universities, while others chose to adopt that which came into
being at Bologna, There the Church had little influence at
first, while the main control was in the hands of the muni-
1 Alexander III in the Third Lateran Council (1179) prescribed that in
each diocese a scholastics (master) should be appointed to teach poor scholars
gratis, and that no charge should be made for the licence to teach.
2 The original name for a university was studium (place of study). It
was eventually called a university, because as at Paris the gild or university
of masters of arts had control of it.

